




May I tell you of the true scholar?  
He is that who does not permit people to act disobediently to Allah, 
does not make them despair of His mercy, does not make them feel 

secure from Allah′s retribution and does not substitute anything for 
the Quran. Adoration without comprehension, knowledge without 
pondering (over things), and recitation without understanding - all 

these are valueless.

Ali Ibn Abu Talib i 

WELCOME TO THE 1437
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P R O G R A M  S C H E D U L E

monday, december 28th

11:30 am - 1:00 pm

Registration

 1:00 pm - 1:30 pm

Duhr Prayer 

 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm

Purification of the Heart
 Shaykh Mokhtar Maghraoui

3:00 pm - 3:30 pm  
‘Asr Prayer  

3:30 pm - 4:45 pm

Beauty, the Splendor of Truth
Dr. uMar F. abD allah

5:00 pm - 6:30 pm  
‘Maghrib Prayer & Dinner  

 6:15 pm - 7:45 pm

The Essence of Islamic Law, Ethics and Theology
Dr. SeyyeD hoSSein naSr

7:45 pm - 8:15 pm 
Isha Prayer

8:15 pm - 9:45 pm

Life of Prophet Muhammad�: 
 Meccan Seerah from Sahih Hadiths

Shaykh MuhaMMaD ninowy

>
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P R O G R A M  S C H E D U L E

tuesday, december 29th

10:00 am - 11:00 am

Beauty, the Splendor of Truth
Dr. uMar F. abD allah

11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Life of Prophet Muhammad �:  
Meccan Seerah from Sahih Hadiths

Shaykh MuhaMMaD ninowy

  
12:00 pm - 1:30 pm

Lunch and Duhr Prayer
 

 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm

The Meaning of Philosophy and Metaphysics
 Dr. SeyyeD hoSSein naSr 

 
3:00 pm - 3:30 pm

‘Asr Prayer  
 

3:30 pm - 5:00 pm

Demystifying Muslim History
iMaM ZaiD Shakir

 
5:00 pm - 6:15 pm

Maghrib Prayer & Dinner
 

6:15 pm -7:45 pm

Art and the Preservation of Spiritual Culture
Dr. SeyyeD hoSSein naSr

 
7:45 pm - 8:15 pm 

Isha Prayer
 

8:15 pm - 9:45 pm

The Criterion of Action:  
Understanding Ethics in the Islamic Tradition

Shaykh haMZa yuSuF

>
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wednesday, december 30th

10:00 am  - 11:00 am 
Life of Prophet Muhammad �:  

Meccan Seerah from Sahih Hadiths
Shaykh MuhaMMaD ninowy

 
11:00 am  - 12:00 pm

Beauty, the Splendor of Truth
Dr. uMar F. abD allah

 
12:00 pm - 1:30 pm 

Lunch and Duhr Prayer 
 

1:30 pm - 3:00 pm

Pearls of Wisdom: Counsel to Seekers of Knowledge
 Maulana wahiDuDDin khan 

3:00 pm - 3:30 pm

Asr Prayer

3:30 pm - 5:00 pm

Demystifying Muslim History 
iMaM ZaiD Shakir

5:00 pm - 6:15 pm

Maghrib Prayer and Dinner

6:15 pm - 7:45 pm

Purification of the Heart
Shaykh Mokhtar Maghraoui

7:45 pm - 8:15 pm

Isha Prayer

8:15 pm - 9:45 pm

The Criterion of Action: 
Understanding Ethics in the Islamic Tradition 

Shaykh haMZa yuSuF

>

P R O G R A M  S C H E D U L E
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thursday, december 31st

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Life of Prophet Muhammad �:  
Meccan Seerah from Sahih Hadiths

Shaykh MuhaMMaD ninowy

 
12:00 pm - 1:30 pm 

Lunch and Duhr Prayer  
 

1:30 pm - 3:00 pm

Purification of the Heart
Shaykh Mokhtar Maghraoui

 
3:00 pm - 3:30 pm

Asr Prayer 
 

3:30 pm - 5:00 pm

Beauty, the Splendor of Truth
Dr. uMar F. abD allah

 
 5:00 pm - 6:15 pm

Maghrib Prayer and Dinner
 

6:15 pm - 7:45 pm

Demystifying Muslim History 
iMaM ZaiD Shakir

 
7:45 pm - 8:15 pm

Isha Prayer

8:15 pm - 9:45 pm

The Criterion of Action: 
Understanding Ethics in the Islamic Tradition

Shaykh haMZa yuSuF 

>

 P R O G R A M  S C H E D U L E



8

friday, january 1st

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Purification of the Heart
Shaykh Mokhtar Maghraoui

 
12:00 pm - 1:30 pm 

Juma’a Prayer & Lunch
 

1:30 pm - 3:00 pm

Beauty, the Splendor of Truth
Dr. uMar F. abD allah

3:00 pm - 3:30 pm

Asr Prayer
 

3:30 pm - 5:00 pm

The Criterion of Action: 
Understanding Ethics in the Islamic Tradition

Shaykh haMZa yuSuF 
 

5:00 pm - 6:15 pm

Maghrib Prayer and Dinner
 

6:15 pm - 7:45 pm

Life of Prophet Muhammad �:  
Meccan Seerah from Sahih Hadiths

Shaykh MuhaMMaD ninowy

 
7:45 pm - 8:15 pm

Isha Prayer
 

8:15 pm - 9:45 pm

Demystifying Muslim History 
iMaM ZaiD Shakir

>

P R O G R A M  S C H E D U L E
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saturday, january 2nd

10:00 am - 11:00 am

Purification of the Heart
Shaykh Mokhtar Maghraoui

 
11:00 am - 12:30 pm

Demystifying Muslim History 
iMaM ZaiD Shakir

 
12:30 pm - 1:30 pm 

Lunch and Duhr Prayer
 

1:30 pm - 3:00 pm

Life of Prophet Muhammad �:  
Meccan Seerah from Sahih Hadiths

Shaykh MuhaMMaD ninowy

 
3:00 pm - 3:30 pm

Asr Prayer
 

3:30 pm - 5:00 pm

The Criterion of Action: 
Understanding Ethics in the Islamic Tradition

Shaykh haMZa yuSuF 
 

 5:00 pm - 6:15 pm

Maghrib Prayer & Dinner

6:15 pm- 7:30 pm

Closing Session
all teacherS

ƒ

P R O G R A M  S C H E D U L E



Purification of the Heart

 Shaykh Mokhtar Maghraoui

God has clearly told us in the Qur’an that only those who 
come to Him with a sound heart will be saved. Our scholars, 
for centuries, have written thousands of books on the subject of 
ihsan (spiritual excellence) and tazkiya al nafs (purification of 
the self). Outwardly, we may see the heart as a vital organ with 
four chambers that continuously supplies blood to our body, 
but perhaps more importantly, it is also the spiritual center 
of man. And just like its physical form that gets hardened 
with poisonous food and inactivity, the spiritual heart also ails 
without consistent remembrance of the Divine. In this inspiring 
course, Shaykh Mokhtar will provide us the tools where we 
may work towards the lifelong process of self-purification and 

spiritual discipline. 



Beauty, the Splendor
of Truth

Dr. uMar F. abD allah

Plato described beauty as veritatis splendor or the splendor 
of truth; it was considered, in the classical tradition, among 
the ultimate or universal values. In the Islamic metaphysical 
tradition, beauty is the highest manifestation of truth. It is a 
reflection of the Divine, the pinnacle of which was exemplified 
by the Prophet Muhammad s. In the world today, modernity 
has accelerated  productivity and efficiency, leading to 
astonishing heights of growth and expansion. But what about 
beauty? Arguably, one of the greatest hallmarks of the Islamic 
civilization is its sincere celebration of beauty: rooted in 
knowledge and submitting to the Divine. In this enlightening 
course, Dr. Umar will explain the metaphysical realities of truth 
and beauty, opening our hearts to the purpose of existence.



The Essence of Islamic Law, 
Ethics and Theology

ƒ

The Meaning of Philosophy and 
Metaphysicsy

ƒ

Art and the Preservation of 
Spiritual Culture

Dr. SeyyeD hoSSein naSr

One of the foremost philosophers  and metaphysicians of our 
time, His Eminence Dr. Syed Hossein Nasr, has prepared 
three foundational lectures on core disciplines of the Islamic 
tradition.  Students will be taken on a journey to understand 
the differences and connectivity between philosophy and 
metaphysics, the latter being the highest form of all knowledge. 
In a time where there are many misconceptions on the true 
nature and purpose of Islamic law, theology and ethics,  
Dr. Nasr will present the traditional perspectives of 
these important branches of knowledge and their  
interconnectedness.   Finally, a champion of the preservation of 
traditional art and spirituality, our esteemed teacher will reveal 
the critical importance of art in our civilization and how it is 

(and always has been) intertwined with Islamic spirituality.



Life of Prophet Muhammad s: 
Meccan Seerah from Sahih 

Hadiths

 Shaykh MuhaMMaD ninowy

One can never exhaust the study of the life of the Best of 
Creation s. Each encounter brings you closer to him s and 
opens your eyes to beauties and wonders never seen before. 
The life lessons are timeless and for every difficulty we may 
face, we can find a prophetic response that consoles and 
calms the heart. In this special class, Shaykh Muhammad, a 
descendent of the Prophet s, will bring to life the Meccan 
sirah including his family life and periods before and after 
the revelation. In a time where oppression and violence are 
widespread, the Prophet’s perennial example of forbearance, 
generosity, and magnanimity is the much-needed cure for the 

ills of humanity.



Demystifying Muslim History

 iMaM ZaiD Shakir

Muslims frequently look at Islamic history as successive periods 
of idealized prosperity or inexplicable failure, based on the 
literary heritage of the Ummah. This view and these sources 
rarely consider historical actors beyond the Caliphs, Sultans 

and the diverse empires and polities they headed. 

In this class, Imam Zaid Shakir will examine neglected 
approaches and methodologies for studying Islamic history, 
frequently overlooked by Muslims. This examination will 
move us beyond the usual view by introducing the student 
to a wider set of historical sources and actors as part of an 
effort to attain a more realistic understanding of Islamic history 
and deeper insight into many of the events currently shaping  

our world.



The Criterion of Action: 
Understanding Ethics in the 

Islamic Tradition

 Shaykh haMZa yuSuF

Ethics is a branch of philosophy that concerns itself with using 
rational thought to answer some of the most important questions 
of human existence: what are right and wrong actions, what 
is a life worth living, and what ideals should we strive for. 
Imam al-Ghazali (d. 505 AH), a master of Islamic ethics and 
philosophy, wrote Mīzīn al-‘Ammal or The Criterion of Action, 
his masterpiece in the field of Islamic ethical theory. After 
carefully studying earlier ethical treatises, including Aristotle’s 
Nicomachean Ethics, al-Ghazali explained the universal 
virtues, true happiness, and the purpose of life – all through 
the Islamic lens. In this class, Shaykh Hamza Yusuf will unlock 
this profound work for beginning students, expounding the 
Qur’anic and prophetic directives of living a life in pursuit of 

virtue where the ultimate goal is the Divine.



Pearls of Wisdom: Counsel to 
Seekers of Knowledge

 Maulana wahiDuDDin khan

Islamic scholar Maulana Wahiduddin Khan, was born in 
Azamgarh, Uttar Pradesh in 1925. Educated in a seminary, he 
acquired modern knowledge through self-study. A recent book, 
The 500 Most Influential Muslims of 2009 by Georgetown 
University, Washington DC, has named Maulana Wahiduddin 

Khan as “Islam’s spiritual ambassador to the world”. 

Well versed in both classical Islamic learning and modern 
disciplines, his research led him to conclude that the need of 
the hour was to present Islamic teachings in the language of 
the scientific era. His first book, On the Threshold of a New 
Era was the result of his exhaustive study. He elaborated upon 
this in his next work, Islam and Modern Challenges, which 
was later published as God Arises. This book is accepted as 
the standard Islamic position on modern thought and has been 
incorporated in the curricula of universities in several Arab 
countries. He has since authored over 200 books on prophetic 

wisdom and peaceful co-existence in multi-ethnic societies. 

Maulana Wahiduddin Khan visualises a peaceful world. It is 
his firm belief that positive individuals, in sufficient numbers, 
can bring about, a peaceful society. To achieve this, he asserts, 
we must re-engineer and de-condition our minds so as to 

develop positive thinking.




